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22nd March 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 
Firstly, I want to say a heart felt ‘THANK YOU’ for your support over the last week. We’ve all been deeply 
appreciative of your encouraging emails, supportive words and patience as we’ve tried to keep you up to date 
with the ever-changing picture.  
 
Moving forward, to be honest...who knows what’s going to happen! But what I do know, is despite us not all 
being physically together over the coming weeks or months we continue to belong and be part of the wonderful 
Oldfield Park Infant School community. I speak on behalf of myself and the whole school team when I say we feel 
so incredibly proud to have a part in that.  
 
Behind the scenes, we’ve been: 

 practising with Zoom and Microsoft Teams, and considering how we can connect with colleagues, and 
more importantly children over this coming period.  

 continuing to develop home learning packs which have already been emailed home to you and will be 
published on the website over the next few days. Additional resources will be emailed to you and 
uploaded onto the website in the coming weeks. 

 paying doorstop visits and making telephone calls to families to say hello and drop off resources.  
 ensuring all children are safe, especially our most vulnerable. 

 
Key messages: 
 
Home Learning: 
As a school, we’re not setting a specific expectation in terms of the work/activities children do whilst at home. 
We completely understand that every child, and every family is different. Just as at school, we know different 
people need different things. I’m sure you’ll have thought about how time at home will best work for your family. 
A balance of: family time, reading, talking, exercising, new skills, creative outlets, school bits and so on. So yes, 
we’ll continue with home learning packs, plus send out ideas of what else you could do whilst at home - but with 
no expectation they’re completed. If you feel, we’re not sending enough home - then there’s plenty available 
online for you to pick out and provide for your child/ren. I respectfully ask you do not request additional work to 
what’s made available. I’m sure you can appreciate we’re already stretched - in terms of ‘manpower’ 
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We also know we’ve got a fantastic staff and a great quality of teaching and education at Oldfield Park Infant 
School so I’ve every confidence that once we’re back, it won’t take long for us to get back up to 5th gear. At this 
time, please do not worry about that. 
 
Key Worker and Vulnerable Families 
As you know, schools were asked to close to all children but to continue to provide care for a limited number of 
children - children who are vulnerable and children whose parents are critical to the Covid-19 response and 
cannot be safely cared for at home.  
 
If we’ve exchanged telephone calls/emails and you’re expecting your child to be in school in the coming weeks 
- please only send them in if it is absolutely necessary. As well as ensuring children are safe, I’ve also a duty of 
care to the adults at school who need to keep themselves, and their family safe. 

As a country, we all need to do what we can to reduce the spread of the COVID-19 virus. That is why the 
government has given clear guidance on self-isolation, household isolation and social distancing. 

The most recent scientific advice on how to further limit the spread of COVID-19 is clear. If children can stay 
safely at home, they should, to limit the chance of the virus spreading. It is important to stress these key points 
from the guidance: 

 The Government has asked parents to keep their children at home, wherever possible, and asked 

schools to remain open only for those children who absolutely need to attend. 

 The fewer children making the journey to school and the fewer children in educational settings, the 

lower the risk that the virus can spread and infect vulnerable individuals in wider society.’ 

 Parents should do everything they can to ensure children are not mixing socially in a way which can 

continue to spread the virus. They should observe the same social distancing principles as adults.’ 

I am sure I speak on behalf of the whole school community when I say how indebted we feel towards all critical 
workers at this time, particularly those working in the NHS. Any critical key workers whose circumstances change 
during the next few days or weeks should contact me to see if we can provide support.   

We are, and always will be supportive of you and your family during the coming weeks. We will be operating a 
rotation of skeleton staff. As the needs and staffing capacity become different we may need to limit/change the 
provision we can offer. As Headteacher, it is my duty to ensure the safety of the children and staff in these 
difficult times. I will be continually reviewing whether it remains safe to open the school, taking into account staff 
availability and other safeguarding factors and I will keep you informed of any changes. 
 
Unless there is any significant change in the next few days, I’ll next be in contact towards the end of the week. If 
you do need us, please make contact: claire_mcmurtry@oldfieldpark-inf.bathnes.sch.uk  or 01225 422903. 
 
Sending you and your family my very best wishes, stay safe! 
 
Claire McMurtry 
Headteacher 
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